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faults are due to the author's theological bias, and to the unsympathetic 
attitude which he adopts toward the empirical philosophy. The beginner, 
who is unacquainted with Hume, will get little help in understanding him, 
but the student who wants a short digest of the standard criticisms on his 
doctrines will find the four chapters on the epistemology extremely useful. 

G. H. Sabine. 

Benoit de Spinoza. Par Paul-Louis Couchoud. Paris, Felix Alcan, 

1902.— pp. 305. 

This work, as the author states, is " a history and an exposition of the 
works of Spinoza " ; it is a study of a philosopher rather than of a philoso- 
phy. Spinoza, as he says, is not essentially a metaphysician, or even a 
metaphysician and a moralist, but he is an exegete and a student of politics as 
well, and hence the writer gives less prominence to the Ethics than is usually 
the case. Nothing less than a survey of all the Spinozistic writings is 
attempted, and the order adopted in the presentation is in the main 
chronological. Of the eight chapters in the book, the first two are devoted 
to Spinoza's early life and general environment up to the time of his ex- 
pulsion from the synagogue, while the eighth gives a glimpse of his life at 
the Hague and also an inventory of his library. In the third chapter is 
traced the development of his concept of substance through his various 
writings, with some comments on the characteristics of his modes of think- 
ing. Then comes, in the fourth chapter, a discussion of his earlier works, 
the Cogitata Metaphysica, the Short Tractate, and the De Emendatione, in 
which, as in the "Principles of the Philosophy of Descartes," considered 
in the fifth chapter, Spinoza makes certain departures from the standpoint 
of Descartes. The next chapter takes up Spinoza's writings on theology 
and politics, emphasizing the essentially modern attitude adopted by him 
toward these subjects. The seventh chapter, the longest in the book, 
presents a critical discussion of the fundamental doctrines of the Ethics, 
such as causation, individuality, knowledge, etc. Throughout, the author 
attempts to preserve the unity of the work by tracing back Spinoza's various 
doctrines to the concepts by which all his thinking was dominated and to 
which he gave most complete form in the Ethics. It need scarcely be 
said, perhaps, that the treatment is often sketchy ; yet considering the mag- 
nitude of the task which the author has set himself, it has been well done, 
and furnishes an interesting and suggestive summary of the Spinozistic doc- 
trine. B. H. Bode. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Zur Einfiihrung in die Philosophic der Gegenwart. Acht Vortrage von 

Alois Riehl. Leipzig, B. G. Teubner, 1903. — pp. 258. 

In this volume, the well-known author of the Philosophischer Kriti- 

cismus has presented a series of lectures which was given at Hamburg 

before a large audience a little over two years ago. The circumstances 
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which occasioned the production of the book have caused a departure from 
the usual Introductions to Philosophy. Its standpoint is that which is 
already familiar to readers of Professor Riehl's larger work, a position 
which has been designated Positivism, but which is better described as 
Critical Realism. Of the eight lectures or chapters into which the exposi- 
tion falls, the first five are devoted to a discussion of fundamental problems 
of the Theory of Knowledge. The sixth and seventh are concerned with 
problems of standards and values, while the last deals with the present 
position and possible future of philosophy. 

The most general problem of philosophy — which consists in recogniz- 
ing in the very existence of philosophy itself a problem — having been 
developed and formulated in the opening lecture (p. 5 and pp. 21-24), it 
is pointed out in the second lecture that modern philosophy begins with 
the era of Copernicus, with Giordano Bruno, the prophet of the Coper- 
nican system, and with Galileo, the creator not only of the science of dyna- 
mics, but of modern scientific method as well. It is further shown in 
what intimate connection the first great modern systematizers, Hobbes and 
Descartes, stood towards scientific methods and results ; how mathemati- 
cal principles became for the former the foundations of philosophy, and 
that Descartes thought more highly of his physical than of his meta- 
physical speculations, claiming only for the former objective validity 
(p. 40). 

The appearance of Locke's essay marks, as has often been said, the 
introduction of a new standpoint and new method into philosophy, the 
full significance and extent of which the author of the essay did not un- 
derstand. This critical movement, initiated but left undeveloped by 
Locke, has followed after modern science, appearing, however, in a much 
less brilliant aspect. ' ' Diese Philosophie verheisst uns weder, uns in die 
Weiten kosmischer Raume zu fiihren, noch uns einen Einblick in das 
Wesen der Natur zu erofmen. Sie richtet die Betrachtung auf das erken- 
nende Subjekt, und indem sie es der Wissenschaft iiberlasst, die Dinge 
zu erforschen, untersucht sie den Verstand, der die Dinge begreifen will. 
. . . Die sokratische Weisheit der Nichtwissens, in Fragen die den Urn- 
kreis der Erfahrung iiberschreiten, ist ihre Maxime " (p. 52). 

After a criticism of the doctrine of primary and secondary qualities, 
re-introduced by Galileo into modern philosophy, and an examination of 
the dogma of specific energies which is closely allied with the former and 
at present forms an essential element in the teachings of the mechanical 
theory of the universe, the author passes in the fourth chapter, entitled 
the ' ' Foundations of Knowledge, " to a comparison of the method of pure 
experience with the critical method. He maintains that Kant's doctrine 
of the conditioned character of the world of experience forms a necessary 
part of any scientific theory of the universe. The world is the " Inbegriff 
der Erscheinungen." 

Experience is not mere perception. "Es geht ein Urteil voraus, ehe 
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aus Wahrnehmung Erfahrung werden kann." Experience is, therefore, 
intelligible or judged perception ; " das Produkt des Denkens in die An- 
schauung, die Einheit von Anschauung und Begriff" (p. 104). Hume 
made the mistake of identifying the impressions of sense and objects of 
experience. The difference between the methods of Hume and Kant, 
conditioned by their divergent conceptions of experience, is shown with 
admirable terseness and perspicuity by contrasting their treatment of such 
concepts as those of substance and causality (p. 114). Though Kant's 
treatment of these principles is held to accord better with their actual sig- 
nificance for modern science, yet his views certainly require further 
development and some modification, as is explained in the fifth lecture, 
which discusses the question of scientific and philosophical monism (pp. 
128-168). The scientific dualism of Dubois- Reymond's " Ignorabimus, " 
and the dogmatic monism of Ostwald's " Energetik," are both here shown 
to be untenable ; the first involving the fictitious problem as to the origin 
of sensations from the motions of atoms and other alleged world riddles ; 
the second unable to eliminate, as it supposes, the concept of mass, and 
ultimately to become metaphysical. The only tenable hypothesis.according 
to the author, is that of psychophysical parallelism, combined with the 
doctrines of critical monism. Riehl's interpretation of the parallelistic 
theory appears to me to represent the most enlightened form of it yet put 
forward. It is not to be identified with modern agnosticism, which is 
dogmatic and ultimately dualistic, or with Spinoza's theory of correspond- 
ence, which, the writer asserts, has been falsely identified with panpsychism. 
Since man is not a purely contemplative,- but a practical being as well, we 
are unavoidably led to the consideration of problems of life and conduct, 
to the general problem of worths or values. In physical science, the 
'• Werth begriff " has no place. On the other hand, "Die Probleme 
der Lebensanschauung sind Wertprobleme " (p. 173). The author in- 
sists on the necessity of distinguishing between " Ethik " and " Moral- 
wissenschaft ; " the difference being analogous to that between " Kunst" 
and " Kunstwissenschaft." Nor are " Ethik " and "Moral" identical. 
" Die Ethik gibt der Moral die Ziele, die Moral ist ein Weg zu diesen 
Zielen " (p. 175). Now the creation of ethical standards does not mean 
their arbitrary invention. They are not invented at all, but rather dis- 
covered, in a way similar to the creation of scientific knowledge. The 
remainder of the chapter is given up to a discussion of the moral teachings 
of Socrates and Kant. The seventh lecture contains an acute and trench- 
ant criticism of Schopenhauer's pessimism, and a critical but more sympa- 
thetic treatment of Nietzche's ethical position. A more detailed exposition 
and examination of Nietzsche's doctrines is contained in the author's excel- 
lent monograph in Frohmann's " Klassiker der Philosophie." The last 
chapter emphasizes the increased interest shown in philosophical problems 
by men of science generally, especially in the problems raised by Kant. 
The influence of Hegel's Philosophy of History is admitted, but his Dia- 
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lectic and " Naturphilosophie " can only be regarded as " Irrwege" which 
no one hereafter will be inclined to enter upon (pp. 239-241). Is not this 
perhaps too optimistic a view ? It may surprise some readers to hear that 
Professor Riehl considers the present a most philosophic age (p. 246). 
"Die Zukunft dtr wissenschaftlichen Philosophie ist die Erhebung der 
Wissenschaft zur Philosophie" (p. 248), a view which need involve us 
neither in the doubtful philosophy of Spencer's First Principles, nor in the 
positivistic denial of logic and epistemology. 

Necessarily in so short a treatise, very little space is devoted to an 
analysis of logical method. The work is much less pretentious than 
Paulsen's introduction, but exhibits more internal connection, while it 
partakes less of the nature of a compendium than Kiilpe's book, with 
which, therefore, it can hardly be compared. The mere size of the work 
gives no adequate idea of its suggestiveness and penetration. The style 
appears to be clear and incisive. The author himself has anticipated 
an objection that might be urged on the ground of the incomplete- 
ness of his Introduction, by saying at the outset that its aim is rather to 
suggest solutions of problems than to teach a fixed system of philosophy. 
"Sie sollen der Philosophie unter den wissenschaftlich Gebildeten neue 
Freunde gewinnen und zum Verstandnis der philosophischen Bestrebungen 
der Gegenwart beitragen." (Vorwort.) J. W. A. Hickson. 

Montreal. 
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